St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
10th Sunday after Pentecost + Sunday, July 28, 2024

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6,
the first four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus
feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we
have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly
enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the
difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into
the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

WELCOME

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your
Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The congregation kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.

Amen



ENTRANCE HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise,

for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.




HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
Glory to God in the highest; and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God in the highest; and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Glory to God in the highest; and peace to God’s people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest; and peace to God’s people on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your
word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true
bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. = Amen.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the
successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough
food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.

A reading from 2 Kings.

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give it to the people and let them eat.” *3But his servant said, “How can I set this
before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for
thus says the LORD, “They shall eat and have some left.”” ¢ He set it before them, they
ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 145:10-19
10 All your works praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful servants bless you.
1 They make known the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power;
12 that the peoples may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
15 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
14The LORD is faithful in all his words
and merciful in all his deeds.
1>The LORD upholds all those who fall;
he lifts up those who ' are bowed down.
16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
'7”You open wide your hand
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
15 The LORD is righteous in all his ways
and loving in all his works.
'“The LORD is near to those who call upon him,
to all who call upon him faithfully.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge.
Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by
the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

A reading from Ephesians.

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 1° from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. '°I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he
may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his
Spirit, 7 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all
the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, ' and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.

20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly
far more than all we can ask or imagine, 2! to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21

In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of
God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human
control.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

I Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. > A
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the
sick. ? Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. * Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. > When he looked up and saw a large crowd
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to
eat?” ©He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip
answered him, “Six months” wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get
a little.”  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, * “There is a
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass
in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. ' Then Jesus took the loaves,
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also
the fish, as much as they wanted. 1> When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,
“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 1*So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten,
they filled twelve baskets. 1 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began
to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”

15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, !” got into a boat, and
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to
them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. ' When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the
boat, and they were terrified. 2’ But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 2! Then
they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land
toward which they were going.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices
in prayer.
God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Bless the
church you have called into being across time and space, and fill it with the power of
the Spirit for loving service. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of all things. As grains of
wheat grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters, sustain your creation. Protect
harvests and give every person food in due season. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians and
peacekeepers, shield those who live, work, or serve in harm’s way, and bring an end to
war and conflict in Ukraine, Israel and the Middle East. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
We remember any who are sick or suffering, especially those whose names we speak
out loud, in our hearts or the names we list online, families in our community who
endure hunger, those who seek asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death
is near. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our ancestors in this
place in their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors, that your glory may be made
known, and your lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks for the departed
who have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join our voices with theirs and with
musicians Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schiitz, and George Frederick Handel and
all the saints in singing your praises. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and
all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

We give our offerings in praise and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us in Jesus Christ
and for the sake of Jesus’ ongoing mission and ministry in this world. We have been entrusted to
carry out this mission Jesus’ name, bringing the good news of Jesus to the people of this
community and around the world. Please, take a minute of your time to make an electronic gift
through the St. Paul’s Website www.stpauls-edison.org/online-giving.html. Please consider
making this gift a recurring gift, and look for ways to grow in your giving for the sake of Christ’s
mission through this congregation. You may also mail your offering to St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, 445 Old Post Rd., Edison NJ 08817.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life
with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.


http://www.stpauls-edison.org/online-giving.html

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!. Sunday, July 28. Sign up to be part of the St.
Paul’s community cheering on the Somerset Patriots. Tickets are $10 each; you can sign
up in the lounge. If you can’t afford tickets, don’t worry. We have five free tickets. Just
let Pastor Jim know that you need them.

NOTE NEW EVENING TIME FOR WALKING AT ROOSEVELT PARK. Tuesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. and Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. Call your friends and put on
your walking shoes and meet at skating rink entrance and enjoy fellowship and walk

around the park.
BIBLE STUDY: NO BIBLE STUDIES THIS WEEK; STUDIES RESUME AUGUST 7

CAKE DECORATING PARTY BENEFITING ELIJAH’S PROMISE. Sunday, August
11, after worship. Sign up to reserve a cake to decorate and enjoy and at the same time
support the mission of Elijah’s Promise and the St. Paul’s Food Pantry. Cakes are $5, but
the fun is free!

DAILY PRAYER. Daily prayer is one of the means the Holy Spirit uses to keep us in
faith. Here are two ways to make daily prayer part of your life: a daily service of
morning prayer and a daily service of night prayer.

Morning Prayer: Start each day (Monday through Saturday) with a brief service of
Morning Prayer. This service is available as an audio file on the St. Paul's Website

and the St. Paul's Facebook each morning. You can listen and pray along from your
home or take it with you as you exercise or commute.

Night Prayer: End your day in prayer and fellowship. This ongoing prayer group
meets on Zoom each night at 9:00 p.m. to share what has been happening in their
day, to let go of each day's trouble and to participate in a brief service of night
prayer. Zoom log info: Meeting ID = 401 244 599 + Password: 042662

MORNING PRAYER AND NIGHT PRAYER RESUME AUGUST 5


https://weebly.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2bef8fa1f0c98773649c8f2f2&id=7377ec12cc&e=42fb0ebf0a

SENDING HYMN How Great Thou Art
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BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
‘+be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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